


Worship has PURPOSE
 

It is foremost the appropriate response to God.

 

“Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! For he is

our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. Today, if you

hear his voice,” (Psalm 95:6–7, ESV)

 

“Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “ ‘You shall worship the Lord

your God and him only shall you serve.’ ”” (Matthew 4:10, ESV)

 

“And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and

within, and day and night they never cease to say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God

Almighty, who was and is and is to come!” And whenever the living creatures give glory and

honor and thanks to him who is seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever, the

twenty-four elders fall down before him who is seated on the throne and worship him who

lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the throne, saying, “Worthy are you,

our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by

your will they existed and were created.”” (Revelation 4:8–11, ESV)

 

You may say “Worship is not just singing”…
 

“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a

living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.” (Romans 12:1,

ESV)

 

YES!  But it is not less than singing.

 

Worship has PRACTICE
 



Worship is Action & Adoration.
 

“Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of

lips that acknowledge his name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for

such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” (Hebrews 13:15–16, ESV)

 

Expressions of Worship and Praise in the Bible: (Dr Roger Barrier)

 

Singing:
“I will give to the Lord the thanks due to his righteousness, and I will sing praise to the name

of the Lord, the Most High.” (Psalm 7:17, ESV)

 

Singing with Instruments:
“Give thanks to the Lord with the lyre; make melody to him with the harp of ten strings! Sing

to him a new song; play skillfully on the strings, with loud shouts.” (Psalm 33:2–3, ESV)

 

 

Moods of Worship:
Still/Patient

“Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him; fret not yourself over the one who

prospers in his way, over the man who carries out evil devices!” (Psalm 37:7, ESV)

 

Energetic/Loud

“I will be glad and exult in you; I will sing praise to your name, O Most High.” (Psalm 9:2,

ESV)

 

Wholehearted

“I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart; I will recount all of your wonderful deeds.”

(Psalm 9:1, ESV)

 

Trusting

“But I have trusted in your steadfast love; my heart shall rejoice in your salvation.” (Psalm

13:5, ESV)

 

Verbal:

“I will bless (SPEAK words of blessing) the Lord at all times; his praise (songs) shall

continually be in my mouth.” (Psalm 34:1, ESV)

 

 

“These things I remember, as I pour out my soul: how I would go with the throng and lead

them in procession to the house of God with glad shouts and songs of praise, a multitude

keeping festival.” (Psalm 42:4, ESV)

 



Congregational:
“I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will praise you:”

(Psalm 22:22, ESV)

 

Physical:
“Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy!” (Psalm 47:1, ESV)

 

“You have turned for me my mourning into dancing; you have loosed my sackcloth and

clothed me with gladness,” (Psalm 30:11, ESV)

 

“Hear the voice of my pleas for mercy, when I cry to you for help, when I lift up my hands

toward your most holy sanctuary.” (Psalm 28:2, ESV)

 

“Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!” (Psalm

95:6, ESV)

 

“Our feet have been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem!” (Psalm 122:2, ESV)

 

“I will come into your house with burnt offerings; I will perform my vows to you,” (Psalm

66:13, ESV)

 

 

New Testament:
“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all

wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to

God.” (Colossians 3:16, ESV)

 

“addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making

melody to the Lord with your heart,” (Ephesians 5:19, ESV)

 

“Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise.”

(James 5:13, ESV)

 

“What am I to do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will pray with my mind also; I will sing praise

with my spirit, but I will sing with my mind also.” (1 Corinthians 14:15, ESV)

 

(JESUS SANG) That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers, saying, “I will tell of

your name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.” And

again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again, “Behold, I and the children God has given me.””

(Hebrews 2:11–13, ESV)

 



Worship has POWER
 

Worship has the power to change you:

“Their idols are silver and gold, the work of human hands. They have mouths, but do not

speak; eyes, but do not see. They have ears, but do not hear; noses, but do not smell. They

have hands, but do not feel; feet, but do not walk; and they do not make a sound in their

throat. Those who make them become like them; so do all who trust in them.” Psalms 115:4-

8 ESV

 

 

Those who worship money increasingly define themselves in terms of it and increasingly

treat other people as creditors, debtors, partners, or customers rather than as human

beings. Those who worship sex define themselves in terms of it (their preferences, their

practices, their past histories) and increasingly treat other people as actual or potential sex

objects.  Those who worship power define themselves in terms of it and treat other people

as either collaborators, competitors, or pawns. These and many other forms of idolatry

combine in a thousand ways, all of them damaging to the image-bearing quality of the

people concerned and of those whose lives they touch.”

N.T. Wright
Surprised by Hope
 

“Let me make the songs of a nation, and I care not who makes its laws.”

It is an oft attributed quote to the 18th century Scottish writer and politician Andrew Fletcher.

 

 

Worship Is Warfare:

“For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy

strongholds. We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of

God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ, being ready to punish every

disobedience, when your obedience is complete.” (2 Corinthians 10:4–6, ESV)

 

 

“Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy

and find grace to help in time of need.” Hebrews 4:16 ESV


